Research Processes
My topic: Organic Food and Agriculture

Research Processes

Validity

Reliability

Manageability

Ethical considerations

Scientific and
academic articles

Organic chemistry is a current and
innovative science, and thus is deeply
researched in modern and valid
scientific journals and articles. This
reinforces its extreme relevance to
my area of research.

I have since refined my research area
to organic food, and am now focusing
on the organic industry. Thus,
information about organic chemistry
is no longer relevant to my research.

Established scientific and academic
articles ‘back up’ their
research/argument by providing factual
and statistical evidence, minimising
misleading and unreliable bias. This
reinforces its reliability in presenting
accurate information about organic
chemistry.

Academic articles are easy to
access and navigate through the
internet search engine and Google
Scholar. However, some Google
Scholar articles only permit
previews to be viewed by
‘unsubscribed’ users.

As my research Folio progressed,
there were complications in
converting PDF files to Word
files. This was a strong limitation.

I must cite all articles used in my
research e.g. in-text referencing,
reference list.

If T wish to use an article as a source,
I 'must also subscribe as a user or pay
money, as required.

News articles

The growing ‘trend’ of organic
products is extremely current, thus
the news articles’ analysis of current
issues surrounding the organic
industry will be significantly helpful
and relevant to my research.

Although news articles are generally
reliable and non-biased, its information
may be referenced from an unreliable
source. Thus, I will need to ensure that
its information is referenced from an
established source.

News articles are readily
attainable through both the
internet and in newspapers,
revealing its easy manageability
and simple navigation.

I'must cite all articles used in my
research e.g. in-text referencing,
reference list.

As my research progressed, I found
that some news articles are biased
and thus misleading. Therefore, I
must validate the information from
news articles with other sources.

Statistics

Statistics are factual evidence. This
evidence will strengthen my
argument and make my research
more accurate and reliable. Thus,
they are very relevant to my research.

Statistics are factual and non-biased
evidence. Thus, they are highly
reliable. However, if the statistics are
not recent or fully referenced, this may
bring into question its reliability.

Statistics are easy to access
through Google search engine.
They also prominently feature in
news and academic articles.

I must ensure that the statistic is not
out of date and is referenced from a
legitimate source, prior to using it.

Blogs and forums

As marketing for organic products is
a controversial issue, online blog and
news articles provide a diverse range
of opinions on the topic. Their
accurate representation of public
view and opinion generate provoking
arguments that are relevant to my
research.

As I have since refined my question, I

Blogs represent the views and thoughts
from organic consumers. Thus, this is
very useful for my area of research.
However, their information will be
mostly founded on biased opinion,
rather than factual and statistical
evidence. This reveals that they are
mostly unreliable.

Blogs and forums are readily
accessible on the internet and
search engines, reinforcing its
strong manageability and easily
attaining of information relevant
to my research.

I must obtain the blogger’s full
permission to use their name and
information. I must also be aware
that some forum comments may be
insensitive. I also must reference all
blogs and forums used.
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